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Bunratty Castlc

Countg C]air@, lrclancj

Castles in |reland

(astles come in many shapes and sizes.
Some were very large and grand for the
kings of theland. Otherswere builtfor
c{eFendingthe country-
side. Stin otherswere
simplg grand homes on

large estates of rich
nobleman.
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Bun na Raite Castle
(:ounQ5<]aﬁ€Jrebnd

N. Jreland

]reland has over475 known castles.
Todag we are going to look at life in
and around Bunrattg Castle in
Count3 Claire, ]reland.

Getting into the (Castle

Jtis not easy to get
into a castle.
(astles were built
for defense. You
could orxlg come in
with Permissfon from

the guards.
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Doors into the (_astle

Large doors could be openedin the outside
castle wall wheneverthe army neededto
move soldiers in or out quicufj orfor

wagons, or livestock. Thcse

arge doors
would be closed if
an enemy

aPProachcd‘

Tl’]e castle kccP
was different.

T here were no
doors or windows
on the ground floor.
A draw ]:Jridge,
when closed, sealed off the small narrow entrance

high up on the second or third story.

[)cﬁgncd

‘FOF

[)cgense

Tight sPiraling staircases
moving ¢ ockwise, narrow
doors, and tall slits for
windows with wedge~
s)’xapcd sins, helpcd limit an

cncmg’s entrance.
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The Great Ha”

1. 5
oy soldiers in the

otherline of castl

Armor & Wea ons
P

Kight off the Gireat [Hall was the
weapons room. |t was filled with armor,
swords and shields, bows and arrows,

crossbows, and otherweapons.




Castle Co mfort

FirePlaces, white-washed walls,
ornatc]g carved Furniturc, and largc
taPestries, helpcd make castles
beautiful and more comfortable.

Castle Co mfort

The beautiful heavf!g
embroidered and beaded
dress lging across the bed

showed the wealth and high

Position of the noblewoman.
(astle Keeps were filled
with treasures of art and

che]s along with gold and

silver.

T
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The onevery warm lace in
the castle was the ‘jf)‘cchen.
Tur’clc shells were used as

both bowls and lids.

T his was the Private kitchen

of the I ard and his Familg
and guests.

Tl’]e garbagc shoot allowed
unused scraps of food to be
dumped into the water
surroundingthe castle
where it fed the fish before
the tide helped sweep it

awag.

Chapel

|- ach castle had its own chapel.

T his was the Private c!ﬁapcl for
the [T arls 1Cami[q‘ The Pricst

also lived in the castle.
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Wa”(irxg uPstairs

C]etting to the top of
the castle noteasy.
E_veryonc had to walk
single file up many,

many stairs.

TOP of the Cas’clc

At the top the roofs of the castle

% i 1.
v bul[dmgs Were
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5tanding (huard

Most imPortantlg, the view of
the surroundfng countrgside
was unobstructed. ]t was hard
foran enemy to aPProach a
castle unnoticed.

]t Takes a

- F——

.

i”age to Puild a Castle

e —

TE——

0 !" & & ) Y :‘sl ‘
Building a Castlc took a very Iong time.

\/i”ages formed around castles where the workers lived.
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\/i”age Building Materials

-‘“?%: .-(;;t : T here were alot of stonesin

|reland. Most buf!dings andfences

were made from stone. Roofs were
made of slate or thatch. T}ﬁatch
had to be added to every year.

Slate lasted for centuries.The
richerthe vinager the }Jigger and

more elaborate was l’IIS L!OUSC.

Theinside of the houses c}ﬁangec{

ter
]I’! erors based on wealth and social standing.
Foorer Pcople had very simPIe

houses, rich People had very more
refined houses.
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\What did theg eat?

'V‘M‘ When a vi”age first formed the vi”agers
ate {:ish and game tl‘xeg caught‘

Apter theg became settled the PeoPIe raised
livestock for food and clothing.
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Farming

The Jrish also grew
crops to feed their
families and animals.

blacksmith

made Plows
and scgthes to
work Iarger
fields. At first
oxenwere
used to plow
the land. Or\cc draft horses were }Drought to ]reland, thel.j replaced the

oxen as WOF‘( animals.
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(‘cxca[ grains were an important crop bothfor Peop!e and
animals. (Dnce harvested and dried, the cereals were stored
off the ground and in barns. C;ats Patrollu:{ the area to
prevent mice from eating all the grain

[umans and Animals Togcther

A |ong time ago, some Jrish lived with
animals inside the house. Oneendof
the house was fora dairg COW, the
otherend of the house was for the

PCOP]C
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Hamessing Water

Waterwas an abundant resource in

]reland. FeoPIe harnessed the water to
hclp create an energy resource before
clectricitg.

Not everyone who lived
in the vi”age worked on
buiHing the castle. Nor
did everyone become a
farmer. There were many
other Pcople who
through sPecial skills
Provided services and
Products to the vf”age

eoP]e‘ These People
Eecame the vf”age
merchants
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All \/i”ages had a Chapel

E_vcrg vi”age had a
chaPel, in addition to the
one in the castle.

The Priest Providcd
sPirituaI sup ortand
Efs ParisH

guidancc to

Qutside the \/i”age: A Wilder World

Outsid‘e the castle ls and bcgond‘ the village the world was a

wilder P[acc Most]L) coveredwith forest, it could be a place of
d‘anger‘ Jt was also a rich resource of game for food and Plants

for medicines.
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E_ven ]arge castles

built of stone do not

last forever.

Overtime, the stones are worn down bg
rain and wind. Seeds fall into the crevices
and bcgin to take root. Ur\attendcd
castles begin to dfsintegratc.

Whatwas oncea
migl‘)t tower with
many chambers,
tod33 may be in
complete ruins.
Sometimes onlﬂ one

wall is left standing.
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Complete Kuins

T‘!’xc ground‘ underthe castle can erode Tl‘l@ foundations
can no Iongersgppor’t the tall, !'weavq }Juflding \/egetation

covers t]wc CFUI‘H}JII,I‘IQ WS”S and what was once a mig!’]tq
& J

C Y | |
Irortrcss IS TOW a green mound Og grass and slﬁamrocks.
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