Bunrattg Castle

County Claire, lreland




Castles 13 ]re]and

(_astles come in many shapes and sizes.

Some were very large and granc! for the

kings of the land. Others were built for
C!C]CCHC!ng the country-
side. Still others were
simplg granc] homes on

large estates of rich
nobleman.




Pun na Raite Castle
Countg Clairejlrelané

]rcland has over475 known castles.

To&ay we are going to look at life in




Getting into the Castle

[tis not casy to get
into a castle.
Castlcs were built
for defense. You
could on19 come In
with Permission from

the guarcls.




Largc doors could be oPcnecl in the outside
castle wall whenever the army needed to
move soldiers in or out quickly orfor
wagons, or livestock. T hese large doors

would be closed if

an encm9

aPProachecﬂ.

The castle keep
was different.

There were no
doors or windows
on the ground floor.
A\ draw bridge




Designﬁd

for

[)efense

Tight spiraling staircases
moving clockwise, narrow
doors, and tall slits for
windows with wedge~
shapcd sills, helped limit an

enemg’s entrance.




Angone first entering the castlé was

met }39 soldiers in the (areat Hall.
Another line of castle depep_se.




Armor & Wea ons
P

Right off the (Great [all was the

weapons room. [t was filled with armor,
swords and shields, bows and arrows,

crossbows, and other weapons.




Cast]e Cormcort

Firep]aces) white-washed wa”s,

omatelg carved furniture, and ]argc
taPestries, helpecl make castles
beautiful and more comfortable.




Cast]e Cormcort

Tlﬁc beautiful hcavilg
embroidered and beaded
dress lfjing across the bed

showed the wealth and high
Position of the noblewoman.

Castlc Keeps were filled

with treasures of art and
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jewe]s a]ong with golcl and

silver.




k;ﬁchen

Thc one very warm Place in
the castle was the kitchen.
Turtle shells were used as

both bowls and lids.

T his was the Private kitchen

of the E_arl and his Fami]g
and guests.

The garbage shoot allowed
unused scraps of food to be
clumped into the water
surrouncling the castle

where it fed the fish before
the tide helped sweep it




" ach castle had its own chapel.
T his was the Private chapel for

the I arl’s Familg. The Priest

also lived in the castle.




Getting to the top of
the castle not casy.
Evergone had to walk
sing]e file up many,

many staiEss




TOP of the Castle

\

At the toP the roofs of the castle
Bui]c’ings were clearl9 visible.




Standing (yuard

Most imPortantlfj, the view of
the surrouncling countrgsiclc
was unobstructed. ]t was hard
for an enemy to aPProach a

castle unnoticed.




It T akes a \/i”age to 5uild a Castle
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Bui]cﬁng a Cast]e took a very ]ong time.

\/i”agcs formed around castles where the workers lived.




\/i”age Building Materials

Thcre were a lot of stones in
Ireland. Most Bui]clings and fences
were made from stone. Rocncs were

made of slate or thatch. Thatclﬁ
had to be added to every year.

Slate lasted for centuries. | he
richer the vi”ager the bigger and

more elaborate was his house.




Thc inside of the houses changcc!

based on wealth and social standing.

Interiors

Foorer Peop]e had very simplc
houses, rich People had very more
refined houses.




What did theg eat?




Theg raised many animals.

After they became settled the people raised




Farming

Thc Irish also grew
crops to feed their

families and animals.




I"arm Tiquipm@nt

b S N
T he blacksmith made Plows and scgthes to. &
work largerlcields. At first oxen were used
to P]ow the land. Once draft horses were
Brought to ]r@land, they rcplaced the oxen
as work animals.
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( ereal grains were an imPor’cant crop both for People anc-!h
animals. Once harvested and dried, the cereals were stored
off the ground and in barns. (_ats Patro”e’d the area to
prevent mice from eating all the grain




Humans and Animals Togethcr

A long time ago, some Irish lived with
animals inside the house. (One end of
the house was for a c!airg cow, the
other end of the house was for the




Hamessing Water

Water was an abundant resource in

lrelanc!. Feople harnessed the water to

ECIP create an energy resource before
clectricitg.
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Not everyone who lived
in the vi”age worked on
Bui]ding the castle. Nor
did everyone become a
farmer. | here were many
other People who
through special skills
Provicjeci services and
Products to the vi”agc
eople. T hese Peop]e
Eecame the vi”age

mcrcha nts

\/i”agc Square




A” \/i”ages had a Chapel

Everg vi”agc had a
chapel, in addition to the

one in the castle.

Tl‘:c Priest Proviclec!

spiritual suPEor‘c and

IS Parish.

guic!ance to




Outside the \/i”agc—:: A Wilder World

- - e 3 X
e » he

"y

vi”;ge'ﬂwe world was é _'

wilder Place. Mostlg covered with xcorcst, it could be a Place of

danger. It was also a rich resource of game forfood and Plants

for medicines.




Evcn largc castles
built of stone do not

last Forever.

Over time, the stones are worn down bg

rain and wind. Seeds fall into the crevices

and begin to take root. ( Jnattended




wall is left stancling.
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miglﬁt tower with
many chambers,
toclag may be in
comPlete ruins.

What was once a




The groun& un&ér the castle can erocleThe Foun&ations
can no longer support the ta”, heavg builcling. \/egcta.fc_i_c_)_n
covers the c_rumb]i-ng,'\&é”s and what was once a migl‘:’tg.v R

,Flc')rtfesls_tjslr}_@w a'gsjécn jjjouxj{d o{;grassancl sharﬁﬁ_ogks;'~




Not all ancient castles are in
ruins. | here are still many
wonderful castles in ]relanci

"m » Bunrattg Castlc is one of
N many you can visit today.
You can still sit down to an

Irish banquet, samrle an Irish

feast and hear the |rish music.
. gastle life is still alive.
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